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BYFORD COMMUNITY - 100TH BIRTHDAY 
Statement by Member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [12.52 pm]:  On Sunday the residents of Byford gathered 
together to celebrate the 100th birthday of their town.  As the opposition spokesperson for volunteering as well 
as the local member, it was great for me to see many members of the community volunteering their time and 
energy to work together to celebrate this important milestone.  It was a hot day with a lot of flies, but that is par 
for the course of life during the late spring and early summer.  This did not prevent us from having fun and a 
great day.  I returned to my baking roots and whipped up some doughnuts to raise money for the local primary 
school.  Byford has been my home for 15 years - 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  Yes, I did; 300 bucks for the school! 

As far as Western Australia goes, Byford has a long history.  The area was originally settled as farmland in the 
1840s.  The town was originally gazetted as Beenup in 1906, and adopted its current name in 1920.  Anyone who 
travels through the town can immediately tell that Byford is changing.  It is impossible to miss.  New homes are 
going up everywhere.  In a few months there will be a hundred new neighbours just down the road from me, and 
a year after that probably thousands.  I hope the new residents who move into the town will bring as much to the 
area as the current residents brought.  Byford can and will remain a great place to live as long as we continue to 
protect the things that made it a great place in which to live in the first place.  We must protect the town’s rural 
heritage, the trotting complex, larger blocks of land, the laid-back lifestyle and its friendly atmosphere.  Perhaps 
the development of Byford can be looked upon as a lesson to be learnt for developments elsewhere.  We must 
continue to protect our history, our heritage and those things that make Perth and Western Australia a great place 
in which to live. 
 


